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LENS IN BLOOM

Since 2017, “Urbanization, Gender and the Global South: A Transformative Knowledge Net-
work” (GenUrb) has been working with underserved neighborhood women in the Tianshan
Workers” New Villages, a residential area built during the socialist period in Shanghai. GenUrb,
together with students and volunteers, has arranged cultural events for these women for two
years thus far.

In the spring of 2019, GenUrb collaborated with Vox Photo Project and organized the “GenUrb
x Vox Photo Project Photo-Diary Workshop,” for eleven women from the Tianshan community.
During the workshop, they learned basic photography techniques and were guided to create a
visual journal with the themes of Everyday Objects, Everyday Feelings, and The Good Old Days.
Lens in Bloom: A Photography Journal by Tianshan Women wishes to share with the wider

public how these women see and experience their lives, albeit the hardships they have faced.
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GenUrb

“Urbanization, Gender and the Global South: A Transformative Knowledge Network” (GenUrb), com-
prised of over 40 international scholars, is a collaborative research project funded by the Social Scienc-
es and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) Partnership Grant, led by Principal Investigator Professor
Linda Peake, the Director of the City Institute at York University.

In this six-year partnership project, GenUrb focuses on seven cities in the global south, including Shang-
hai, Mumbai, Georgetown, Cairo, Cochabamba, Ibadan, and Ramallah. The project has a goal of en-
hancing the social value and status of women, through advancing understanding of how the relation-
ship between social disparity and disadvantage is being transformed by the dynamic early 21st century
context of urbanization and in turn reconstituting gender relations to the city.

GenUrb Shanghai City Research Team studies the Workers” New Villages in the Tianshan Community in
Shanghai in relation to rapid urbanization facilitated by the Open Door Policy and Economic Reform as
well as urban planning in Honggiao Development Zone. The neighborhood women, as workers in the
socialist time, have intimately witnessed the history and urban development of the Workers’ New Vil-
lages. To care for the disadvantaged working women and female retirees in the neighborhood, GenUrb
aims at organizing art and cultural events to enrich their everyday life.

For more information:
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Vox Photo Project

Led by artist and philanthropist Dolce Wang, Vox Photo Project has been empowering self-expres-
sion in underserved communities around the world through photography since 2010. “Vox” means
“Voice” in Latin; so Vox Photo Project uses photography as a vehicle to amplify the voices of those
who are socially unheard.

Vox Photo Project first collects donated cameras and assembles sustainability kits to be distributed
to students in places like Ghana, Guatemala, Indonesia, India, Bangladesh, Colombia, Los Angeles,
China and more. Vox Photo Project then travels to these areas and teaches participants the basics of
photography. Participants capture their own stories around themes such as Interesting People and
Places, A Day in the Life, and What Does Love Look Like? Vox Photo Project puts on exhibits showcas-
ing these artists’” work to raise money for the NGO’s supporting these areas.

Vox Photo Project is continually interested in partnering with people and organizations around the
world committed to serving the communities around them.

For more information:






GenUrb Shanghai City Research Team

Vox Photo Project
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ZHTE, HAIB My Plants, My Painting
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ZEMME Wonderful Feeling
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BEBMH Father's Book
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EZZARZE Enjoying the Aesthetics
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& TR Evening Colors in Tianshan
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WMERE After Shool
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THRHNESE Afternoon Tea




TS
1808 sEaNe

settTRENEEE L B

t_ﬁﬁhﬁﬂﬁ
.itiﬁ_viﬁ._w

"

HEMX Country Style

48



WMEJLE? What Time Is It?
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RE—ZKA Happy Family
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MABEE Eagerly Awaiting Wedding Day
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E4B2 My Old Neighborhood
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f&XizE Fortune's Wheel is Ever Turning
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FEEHF/S Abundance Year after Year
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FIAIR Textile Factory Uniforms
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EFRYTER Beautiful Bouquet
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FHF/NBREK My Kitten




EiEi%H988E Warmth from My Mother
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EsE KT Carousel
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M B Kitten
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¥¥H Cheerfulness
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BfTZER Bicycle Tags
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YMERIZRPE Grandmother's Belongings
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|BBEIF Old Kitchenware
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[ The statement above is literally translated as: "Flowers on the sea, the pampas-grass is like silk." The first portion is cited from Jin
Yucheng’s book, Flower, referring to the cosmopolitan atmosphere of Shanghai; the second portion is quoted from the speech by
Liu Lanzhi‘s speech, Peacock Flying to the Southeast, referring to the quiet strength of women. This Chinese phrase gives tribute to

the gentle yet powerful resilience from the participating women of Lens in Bloom, amongst the complexity of Shanghai. ]
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